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There are only a few special people in our lives who change our lifepath and define who we will become. Looking
back at our past, we can clearly see them. Professor Yoshida was such a person to me and to his many students who
feel the way I do. Yoshida-Sensei, thank you, without you guidance our lives would have been different, and perhaps
less joyous.

I first met Professor Yoshida on a cloudy February day in 1987, when he introduced me to the International Center
of Biotechnology, Osaka University (ICBiotech). He was my Ph.D. and PostDoc advisor until 1992. We stayed in
touch for nearly three decades afterwards. Yoshida-sensei possessed the skill of guiding us gently, yet firmly,
providing us with all the internal and external resources available to him. He was an enthusiastic supporter of
radically new ideas, including expert systems, neural nets, and fuzzy sets, many years before the current Al wave. His
questions, encouragement, and directions were vital to us. In these old days, we used to work on Saturday until late. I
remember him carefully looking at my phenylalanine production bioreactor data, saying “Konstantin-san, this looks
fine, keep going, but consider trying this-:-” Evening time, he would take us to dinner and talk to us in his modest
Yoshioda-sensei way about work, life and history. I vividly remember these special occasions and treasure them
dearly as very special moments. Yoshida-sensei had a holistic approach to work and life outside ICBiotech. He often
invited us to his home, where he and Mrs. Sonoko Yoshida were such wonderful hosts.

After my time at ICBiotech, Yoshida-sensei continued his successful career in biotech for many years. He not only
supported his students, but worked with the industry and government, enabling his vast experience in the
biotechnology field to bring value to all. It is a great honor to know him, learn from him, and work with him. On
behalf of his many students, I would like to say: Thank you, Yoshida-sensei, we miss you, we love you, and we will
remain eternally grateful to you!

(Dr. Konstantin Konstantinov, Ph.D.
Chief Technology Officer (CTO), Ring Therapeutics, USA)

When 1 had just entered the ICBiotech, Prof. Toshiomi Yoshida told me to study hard both the fundamental
knowledge and basic techniques of biotechnology so as to have an exponential growth in my later studies. The most
impressive word from Sensei was “Think for yourself!” when I asked “Sensei, how should I solve this research
problem?” at the laboratory seminar during 1988-1992. 1 was also lucky to work in Asian Federation of
Biotechnology (AFOB) as one of the key members under the leadership of Yoshida sensei who was the 1st President
of AFOB (2008-2012). I will continuously follow Sensei’s footstep and make my contribution to the academic and
social societies as well as international friendship, especially between China and Japan. I am very grateful to Yoshida
sensei for teaching and supporting me so enormously. Sensei is always living in my mind!

(Professor Jian-Jiang Zhong (i H:Y1)
University Distinguished Professor, School of Life Sciences & Biotechnology,

Shanghai Jiao Tong University, China)
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It is my great honor to write the memorial tribute for the late Prof. Emeritus Toshiomi Yoshida who was my main
advisor when I was a Master and Ph.D. student at the Department of Biotechnology (Former name: Fermentation
Technology), Faculty of Engineering, Osaka University. Prof. Yoshida was so humble but strict and precise teacher
who never compromised on the quality of work. He loves to listen to the people and give a helpful suggestion. As a
Director of the International Center for Biotechnology, Prof. Yoshida has continuously delivered very remarkable
works in academia and collaborations not only for Japan but also globally (especially countries in ASEAN and Asia).
He was a key person who initiated many projects to promote and level up the biotechnology research activities in
developing countries. Although the recent loss of Prof. Yoshida would bring great sadness to the students and friends
who love him, but his mission to promote the advancement in Biotechnology through collaboration is yet to be
continued.

With deep respect and sincere gratitude to my most beloved Sensei.

(Assistant Professor Dr. Somchai Chauvatcharin
Department of Biotechnology, Faculty of Science, Mahidol University, Thailand)
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